8) Escape from death - Wealth is worthless after one’s death. In spite of all the work, no
one can take their wealth or possessions with them, when they die (Ps 49:10; Ecc 5:15;
Lk 12:13-21). Wealth cannot buy an escape from death. Only God can redeem one’s life
from the grave (Ps 49:5-9, 15).

In the last days, or end times, it will be a question of who will survive. Not how much
wealth and possessions one can accumulate. Material wealth, including gold and silver,
and any other worldly possessions will be worthless, and unable to deliver one from pun-
ishment and death—during the Great Tribulation (Mt 24:21-22), an unparalleled time of
global suffering, that will drag humanity to the very brink of total cosmocide—the annihila-
tion of all flesh; followed by the Heavenly Signs, which introduce the Day of the Lord,
when God powerfully and directly intervenes in human affairs, and His wrath is poured out
upon the whole earth. In the day of God’s judgment and mighty wrath, when He shows
Himself victor and Lord over all the earth, and swift destruction sweeps the earth, no one
will be able to buy his way out of this extraordinary event! Who will escape the catastro-
phes coming upon the earth? Who is able to stand? (Is 2:5-22; 13:6-13; Amos 5:18-27;
Zeph 1:14-18; 2:1-3; Rev 6:12-17). All the money in the world will not save. It cannot pro-
vide an escape from death. But righteousness delivers from death, and God'’s faithful
ones will be protected (Pr 11:4; Rev 3:10; 7:1-8; 9:4, 12:13-16). (Read tracts: ‘Signs Of
The End Of The Age,” ‘Heavenly Signs Introduce The Day Of The Lord!,” & ‘Secret Rap-
ture Or Place Of Safety?).
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What is your focus, passion and goal in life? Is it to become a big millionaire, or even one of
the wealthiest people in the world? To accumulate wealth, and as many possessions as
you can in this life? What does the Bible say about wealth, money and riches? Is it a sin to
be wealthy? Is money good or evil?

What does the Bible say about wealth? Wealth is a blessing from God; and not the out-
come of human accomplishment (1 Chr 29:12-13; Pr 10:22). The Lord is the maker of both
rich and poor (Pr 22:2). God will bestow abundant gifts and favors on a just and faithful
person (Pr 10:6; 28:20). The reward of humility and fear of the Lord are riches, honor, and
life (Pr 15:33; 22:4). Wealth is bestowed upon those who love wisdom (Pr 8:18-21; 24:4).
But it is crucial that our trust be in God who is eternal; not in wealth, and the things of this
world, which are temporary and passing away (71 Jn 2:15-17). He who trusts in his riches
will fall; but the righteous will flourish like a green tree (Ps 1:1-3; Ps 52; Pr 11:28,30). We
must be “rich toward God,” which means, that if we are blessed with the material goods of
this world, we are to use our blessing for the good of others, not selfishly lavish it upon
ourselves. We are not to be greedy and hoard money. What we do in this life must have
eternal value (Mt 6:19-21; Lk 12:21). God created us to be rich in good deeds, which He
has already prepared in advance for us to do, because we are His workmanship (Eph
2:10). This means using our time and resources for the benefit of others. We are to be
generous and willing to help the less fortunate. Those who are rich in the goods of this
world are to be generous with their riches, do good deeds, and share with the poor (1 Tim
6:17-19; Jas 2:14-20). We honor God by practicing generosity (Pr 14:21, 31; 19:17). Those
who are generous with their wealth and give to the poor, will be blessed and prosper even
more (Pr 11:24-25; 22:9). The sowing and reaping principle applies. Sowing sparingly,
results in reaping sparingly. Conversely, sowing bountifully, means reaping bountifully (2
Cor 9:6-15). He who refreshes others, will himself be refreshed (Pr 11:25; Rom 15:32). God
makes it possible for His faithful servants to abound in good deeds. Some ways that one
shows kindness and honors God, is by providing for the needs of the poor, such as: lending
money (Pr 19:17; 28:8), sharing food with the hungry (Pr 22:9), defending rights (Pr 31:9),
and maintaining justice (Amos 5:15). The righteous who prosper, give generously out of
their prosperity, because they care about the needs of the poor (Ps 37:21, 26; 41:1-3; Pr
21:26; 29:7). Conversely, those who are stingy and hoard their wealth, will not gain any-
thing good by doing so (Pr 14:21; 28:27). Don’t crave the delicacies of a stingy man, who is
greedy for money, as he may be trying to play tricks on you. He has evil intentions (Pr 23:6-
8; 28:20, 22). But poverty shall befall him, because the generous person will experience
prosperity, not the greedy (Pr 11:25).

Money is very versatile, but it does not solve all of life’s problems (Ecc 10:19). Neverthe-
less, in the right hands, it can make a huge difference in people’s lives. It serves a heavenly
purpose, when we have an eternal mind set. For example, money can be a valuable and
useful tool, to accomplish the things that God desires in our lives. For example, to support
the gospel preaching throughout the world, and the doing of other good deeds, such as
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and sheltering the homeless, etc. (Ps 112:5, 9; Mt
25:31-46). Therefore, our focus must be on God, who is eternal, and our relationship with
Him, and the spiritual—seeking first the Kingdom of God, and pursuing righteousness; not
the physical things of this world (Mt 6:25-34; 22:37). Subsequently, God will provide us with
everything we need in order to accomplish His will on earth, and the necessities in our
personal lives. He is our provider and sustainer, who knows what we need even before we
express all our concerns to Him in prayer. But we must keep our lives free from the love of
money, and be content with what we have. God promises He will never leave, nor forsake
us (1 Tim 6:8; Heb 13:5-6).

The greater the wealth, the greater the responsibility - God takes very seriously the
responsibilities of the wealthy towards the poor. For example, don’t mock the poor (Pr
17:5), nor treat the poor with contempt or disrespect (Pr 28:27; 29:7). Don’t oppress the
poor (Jas 5:1-6). This includes not taking advantage of poor people by robbing them (Pr
14:31; 21:13; 22:16, 22-23; 28:8). (Read tract: ‘Justice And Righteousness’).

Faithful believers & wealthy, in the New Testament, who gave generously to help the
less fortunate:

Joseph, called Barnabas (Acts 4:36-37).
Tabitha, Dorcas in Greek (Acts 9:36).
Cornelius (Acts 10:1-2).

Sergius Paulus (Acts 13:6-12).

Lydia (Acts 16:14-15).

Jason (Acts 17:5-9).

Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:2-3).
Mnason of Cyprus (Acts 21:16).
Philemon (Philemon 1).

What leads to profit? Book of Proverbs teaches that diligence brings profit (Pr 6:6; 10:4;
13:4; 22:29). Hard work is the remedy for poverty (Pr 6:6-11; 28:19). A good man leaves an
inheritance for his children’s children (Pr 13:22). On the other hand, laziness and too much
sleep, leads to hunger and poverty (Pr 6:10-11; 19:15; 20:13; 24:33-34). When work awaits
a person, sleep is condemned (Pr 10:5). There are those who are too lazy to put food into
their own mouths (Pr 12:27; 19:24).

Dangers and pitfalls of wealth - Even though wealth brings friends and power (Pr 14:20;
19:4), it also brings a false sense of security, as the rich man believes it to be his strong
city, and imagines it to be a high wall, but God can destroy it! (Ps 49; Ps 52; Pr 10:15;
18:11; Is 25:12). Wealth may also lead to pride, and pride goes before destruction (Pr
16:18). It’s also fleeting, and uncertain, and there are no guarantees, as circumstances can
change suddenly, drastically, and unexpectedly. For example, a poor man can become
rich; and a rich man can lose everything, including wealth and possessions, and become
poor. Kings may lose everything—power, status and wealth (Pr 27:24; Ecc 4:13-14).

The parable of the rich fool (Lk 12:13-21), so perfectly illustrates how we must guard
against covetousness and greed, and not devote ourselves to the accumulation of wealth
and possessions. Wealth accumulated may be left to strangers, who will enjoy what some-
body else worked hard for. A sinner’s task may be working, earning and saving up, to give
to those who please God, and are righteous in His eyes (Ps 39:6; Ecc 2:18-23, 26; Lk
12:20). Even though wealth is left to a successor, and not a stranger, he may be wise or
foolish in the way he manages it (Ecc 2:18-19). It takes wisdom to have the self-control
needed not to wear ourselves out getting rich, as riches can grow wings like an eagle and
fly away (Pr 23:4-5). That is, diminish and disappear altogether. For example, a good ca-
reer or successful business, can be here today and gone tomorrow.

Boasting in great wealth should raise a red flag, as there are those who pretend to be poor,
yet are rich; and those who pretend to be rich, yet have nothing (Pr 13:7). Furthermore, the
Bible cautions against boasting about tomorrow, for we never know what a day may bring
(Pr27:1; Jas 4:13-17). We should say: “If it's God’s will, we will do this and that,” or “If it is
the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that,” as stated in Jas 4:15 (NIV). Man makes
plans, but God directs his steps (Pr 16:9). Pr 16:1, 3-4, also bring to light God’s sovereignty
in people’s actions and lives (see also Ps 33:10-11; Ps 37:23; Pr 19:21; 20:24, Jer 10:23;
Dan 2:21; 4:17; Acts 4:27-28). All of life’s activities are predetermined by God’s sovereignty
(Ecc 3:1-22). He is the ultimate source of prosperity (Jer 29:11), and even disaster! (Is
45:7). For example, God may bless one with honor, wealth and prosperity, and allow him to
enjoy it—that is a true blessing! (Pr 10:22). Conversely, God may also bestow wealth upon
another, and yet not allow him to enjoy it, but a stranger enjoys it instead (Ecc 6:1-2).

The more easily one acquires wealth, the less good it will do him (Pr20:21). It can even
have a detrimental impact upon one’s life. An example, is the parable of the prodigal son,
“who wasted his substance with riotous living” (Lk 15:11-14). Those who love pleasure,
including expensive wine and oil, which is connected with lavish feasting, will become poor
(Pr21:17; 23:20-21). Furthermore, those who are in a hurry to get rich, will not go unpun-
ished, and by following worthless pursuits, such as get rich quick schemes, will suffer want
(Pr 21:5; 28:19-20, 22). Making unwise decisions can also have disastrous consequences
in one’s life. For example, one may accumulate money for a future time when they may
need it, and then suddenly lose everything in a bad business deal, and have absolutely
nothing left to leave to their children (Ecc 5:13-14).

Is money the root of all evil? The love of money, not money itself is a root of all evil.
Those eager to get rich can be ruined in all aspects of their lives, including spiritually, physi-
cally, emotionally and mentally. They fall into temptation, and are caught in the trap of nu-
merous foolish and harmful desires, that plunge them into total ruin and destruction (Pr
15:27; 28:20; 1 Tim 6:9-10; Heb 13:5). We cannot serve two masters—God and money (Mt
6:24; Lk 4:8). Our focus in life, will determine who or what we will serve, and lead to conse-
quences, either good or bad. When we devote our lives to God and serve Him, we will be
among the few who bear much fruit, as illustrated by the ‘Parable of the Sower’ (read tract).
(Mt 13:3-9, 18-23). Therefore, we are to put to death the deeds of the flesh. This includes
idolatry (Col 3:5-6). The fixation and desire to get rich is idolatry, greed and covetous-
ness—sins which the Bible condemns. These sins defile a man and begin in the heart (Ex
20:17; Mk 7:20-23; Lk 12:15; Rom 13:9). Treasures obtained through vanity, which is de-
ceit, and other unjust means, such as oppression and extortion, will do one no good, and
even disappear (Ps 62:10; Pr 10:2-3; 13:11; 15:16; 16:8; 20:17; 21:6-7, 22:16; 28:6). Extor-
tion turns wise men into fools (Ecc 7:7). Those who are greedy for money, and gain riches
through deceit, or by other unjust means, bring destruction upon themselves (Pr 1:19;
28:8). Money in the wrong hands is dangerous, as it can bring ruin not just on oneself, but
his entire family (Pr 1:19; 11:29; 15:27; 28:25). For example, Achan’s greed at Jericho,
resulted in his whole family perishing (Josh 7:24-26). Ananias and Sapphira, were bad
examples of sharing, given in scripture, where they loved praise for (pretended) generosity,
and had a love of money, which led to dishonesty, and punishment from God, as a result
(Acts 5:1-11). Honesty really is the best policy. Righteousness can save one’s life (Pr 11:4;
12:22). God cannot be lied to or mocked, because a man reaps what he sows (Gal 6:7-8).
There’s punishment for all wrongdoing, including sins, such as greed (Pr 28:20), and rob-
bery (Pr 1:18-19; 21:7; 22:22-23; 28:24). According to Is 17:14, the fate of those who plun-
der God’s people is destruction. Showing partiality is also sin, but even for the smallest
bribe a man will do wrong (Pr 18:5; 24:23; 28:21). But the one who hates greed, covetous-
ness, and ill-gotten gain, which is of no value, enjoys life (Pr 1:10-19; 10:2, 16; 15:27;
28:16; Is 33:15-16). Another example of the misuse of money, is the charging of exorbitant
interest, which is evil (Pr 28:8). The prophet Jeremiah, illustrates what will happen to those
who amass wealth unjustly (Jer 17:9-11). It will desert the person in mid-life, and in the end,
he will demonstrate that he is a fool, that is, spiritually and morally reprobate (Pr 1:7). A rich
man is wise in his own eyes, but a discerning poor man sees through him (Pr 28:11).

What money cannot buy: Here are just a few examples:

1) Eternal life - Money cannot buy eternal life in the Kingdom of God. Scripture states that
thieves, covetous, and extortioners, are among those who will not inherit the Kingdom of
God (1 Cor 6:9-10). (Read tract - ‘Will You Inherit The Kingdom of God?’). Neither can
money buy the Holy Spirit (Ac 8:18-20), peace, salvation or grace, which are free and pre-
cious gifts from God, that come through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ (Eph 2:7-9; Phil 4:7).

2) Love, joy. peace, happiness, enjoyment and satisfaction - The greater one’s wealth
and possessions, the greater the anxiety. Those who are focused on the physical things of
this world, have no inner peace (Ecc 5:11-12). Only Jesus provides true and eternal peace,
that nothing in this world can (Jn 74:27). God is the source of true and eternal pleasure (Ps
16:11) — love, joy and peace (Gal 5:22), happiness, enjoyment and satisfaction (Ps 128:1-
3; 144:15; 146:5; Ecc 2:24-25). This happens, when we have a close relationship with God,
fear Him, and obey His commands (Ecc 12:13-14). Without God in our lives, we can never
be satisfied (Ps 103:5; 107:9; 145:16, 19; Pr 19:23). Money does not buy satisfaction.
There’s no satisfaction in having greater wealth (Pr 27:20; Ecc 4:8; 5:10; 1 Tim 6:9-10).

3) Health, strength and healing - The prescription for health is found in the Bible—fearing
the Lord, and avoiding evil, will bring health to our entire body (Pr 3:7-8; Is 40:28-31).

4) Wisdom and knowledge - Is better than riches, and results in great benefits. It pre-
serves the life of the one who possesses it (Pr 3:1-2, 13-18; 8:18; 16:16; 21:21; Ecc 7:12).
The value of wisdom, which only comes from God when we fear Him (Ps 111:10; Pr 1:7;
9:10; Jas 1:5), is far greater than rubies (Pr 3:15). Money can never buy it!

5) Good reputation and character - No money in the world can buy a good reputation and
character, which is far better than great wealth (Pr 3:3-4, 10:7; 22:1), and expensive per-
fume (Ecc 7:1).

6) Virtuous woman - The price of a “virtuous woman” is far above rubies. A “virtuous
woman” is described as one who “fears the Lord” (Pr 31:10-31). She brings honor and joy
to her husband, as opposed to shame which is like rottenness in his bones (Pr 12:4; 19:14).
An example is a woman like Ruth (Ruth 3:11). A kind hearted woman will receive greater
respect, than wealthy men if they are “strong,” that is, “ruthless” (Pr 11:16).

7) Security - True and lasting security comes only from God, when we place our trust in
Him. Money provides temporary comfort and security (Ps 18:2; 91:2; 144:2; Mt 6:19-21).




