Every secret and hidden thing, will be revealed in due time Mt 10:26-27; Mk 4:22; Lk 8:17;
12:2-3. Jesus is the “light of the world,” and means He is the source of truth and revela-
tion (Jn 8:12), because His light illuminates all darkness, and reveals everyone’s true
nature. Therefore, we are to live with integrity, knowing that God knows our every thought
and action (Heb 4:13), and will bring into judgment every deed, whether good or evil (Ecc
12:13-14). Furthermore, God, who is sovereign, frustrates the plans of the peoples (Ps
33:10-11). It's only a matter of time before the wicked give themselves away, and that is
exactly what happened. It took one mistake for them to reveal their schemes unintention-
ally. I recall one day, as | was browsing the internet, | saw content on the search engine
related to my website, suddenly appear, that | had never seen before, and there was a lot
of progress, because God is still on His throne, and He is in total control of the situation.
He has orchestrated a plan that works in my favor. Even seemingly negative events in life,
can be part of a larger plan, that ultimately leads to good for those who love God, and
have been called according to His purpose (Rom 8:28). Regardless of these schemes,
I've drawn closer to God, remained steadfast in the faith, and persevered in serving Him
to this very day, and will continue to do so for the rest of my life. The gospel is being
preached throughout the world, and as mentioned previously, is having an increasingly
powerful impact, and there is nothing anyone can do to stop it! (Mt 24:14; 1 Cor 15:57-
58). Furthermore, God will orchestrate the circumstances in such a way, according to His
will, so that I'm paid the royalties that I'm rightfully entitled to, as | believe in His divine
intervention and control over life events (Read tract: ‘Justice And Righteousness’).

How valuable is the attribute of prudence? The Bible verse in Proverbs 22:3, states: “a
prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it.” It
conveys the significance of foresight and caution, which can be applied to numerous life
situations. The word ‘prudence’ in this context, means to: be cautious and foresee, or
anticipate potential dangers and consequences, and take the vital steps to avoid them, by
making the right decisions. For example, in the case of driving vehicles, it means: 1) Prac-
ticing safe driving skills, techniques, and habits. 2) Always being aware of our surround-
ings. Having peripheral vision, as opposed to tunnel vision. 3) Making good decisions,
even split second decisions, to avoid an accident. 4) Avoiding risky and unnecessary
behaviors that endanger our own, and other people’s lives on the roads.

Example of how Pr 22:3 can be applied to sports car ownership and driving:

1) Foreseeing danger: A prudent driver in a sports car is well informed, knowing and
understanding the vehicle’s capabilities and limitations, and foresees the potential haz-
ards, such as: slippery roads, sudden braking distances, or the risks of high-speed ma-
neuvers. 2) Taking precautions (safety and preventative measures): This means,
practicing good and safe driving habits, being aware of all surroundings, and adjusting
driving style to suit the road and weather conditions. 3) Avoiding dangerous and reck-
less behavior or situations: Brings to light the consequences of not exercising vigilance
and sound judgment. Driving a sports car, with its powerful engine, is especially danger-
ous with a reckless driver behind the wheel, who may cause accidents, damage his own,
and/or other driver’s vehicles, and therefore, put himself, and others lives at risk. Pr 22:3
serves as a warning, especially with sports car driving, to drive with soberness and cau-
tiousness, making safety top priority, and avoiding risky, dangerous and irresponsible
behaviors.

Scriptural References:

Genesis 41:33, 39
Joshua 1:8-9
Psalm 112:5
Proverbs 1:2-7
Proverbs 2:10-12
Proverbs 3:21-24
Proverbs 4:5-7
Proverbs 5:1-2
Proverbs 15:2, 5
Proverbs 19:11, 14
Proverbs 22:3
Proverbs 27:12
Ecclesiastes 7:12
Ecclesiastes 8:5
Isaiah 10:12-13
Isaiah 28:26
Isaiah 29:14
Isaiah 52:13
Jeremiah 10:12
Matthew 10:16
Mark 12:34

Luke 14:28-30
Acts 13:7
Colossians 1:9-10

For more inspiring, encouraging,
informative and educational gospel
tracts please visit:

www.godzangelmusic.com
www.valentinabestmusic.net
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What is prudence? What are the characteristics of a prudent man? How valuable is the at-
tribute of prudence? How is it acquired? How can it be applied to our daily lives?

What is prudence? The KJV dictionary definition of ‘prudence’ states: “Prudence implies
caution in deliberating and consulting on the most suitable means to accomplish valuable
purposes, and the exercise of sagacity in discerning and selecting them. Prudence differs
from wisdom in this, that prudence implies more caution and reserve than wisdom, or is
exercised more in foreseeing and avoiding evil, than in devising and executing that which is
good. It is sometimes mere caution or circumspection.”

What are the characteristics of a prudent man? Here are a few examples:

1) Lives cautiously, and seeks every opportunity to do good, and make a powerful
impact!: (Gal 6:10; Eph 5:15-16). The verses in Ephesians teach us to live as wise, which
means making wise decisions, and avoiding bad choices, because we know the potential
dangers and consequences. Furthermore, we must understand God’s will for our lives, and
carefully think before proceeding in any situation, knowing whether our actions will bring
glory, honor and praise to Him (Eph 5:17). We must effectively use our time and resources,
to make the most of every opportunity to do good to all, especially fellow believers; and avoid
every kind of evil (1 Thes 5:21-22). Thereby, making a powerful and positive impact with
good deeds, including the work of the gospel, that God has already prepared for us in ad-
vance to accomplish here on earth (Eph 2:10; Php 1:6). When we trust in God and allow Him
to direct our paths, we will live meaningful and purposeful lives (Pr 3:5-6).

2) Is persuasive and a positive influence: Prudence in speech means blessing, uplifting,
building, inspiring, and encouraging others in the faith, and thereby honoring God (Col 4:6).
The prudent are known for their understanding (Pr 16:21), and have the ability to communi-
cate information clearly and effectively. They promote knowledge, understanding, inspiration
and encouragement. Pleasant words have a powerful impact, carry weight, promote instruc-
tion, and are persuasive (Pr 16:24; 18:21). The more pleasant, the more persuasive.

3) Retains and stores up knowledge: (Pr 12:23) - A prudent man is adorned and blessed
with knowledge (Pr 74:18). But he understands that it is best to keep knowledge and opin-
ions to oneself, and doesn’t communicate everything he knows right away. Instead, conveys
his knowledge at the appropriate time. The prudent are always willing to learn and continu-
ally increase in knowledge, and thereby prosper (Pr 18:15). They are adept at listening, and
slow at speaking (Jas 1:19-20). They would rather increase in, and retain knowledge until a
future time when it's appropriate to disclose it (Ecc 3:7). This means being discreet. The
prudent man knows that increasing in knowledge is a lifelong process, and therefore, always
studies the wisdom of God’s word with patience and diligence, researches information,
learns constantly, and makes wise and informed decisions, as a result. God will teach us
truth, and open our minds to understanding insights and revelations of His word, through His
Spirit (Jn 14:16-17; 16:13). Acquiring knowledge begins with fearing the Lord, which means
a deep, loving and reverential awe for God and His word, and submitting completely to His
Lordship and commands (Dt 6:2, 24-25; Ps 2:11; Pr 1:7; Ecc 12:13-14). A prudent man exer-
cises discretion and self-control, especially over his speech and behaviour. While a foolish
man acts impulsively—making his ignorance (lack of knowledge) known, as his own babbling
mouth blurts out folly, and in doing so, brings ruin upon himself (Pr 10:14; 12:23; 13:16).

4) Builds on the foundation and truth of God’s word: In the parable of the ‘wise and fool-
ish builders,” in Mt 7:24-27, Jesus gives a powerful illustration of prudence, and how we are
to build our lives on the solid rock foundation of God’s word, which is truth, and makes it
possible to withstand the storms of life; instead of the philosophies, ideas, customs and tradi-
tions of this world, built on a foundation of sand, with sin acting as that foundation, and a life
that is destroyed by it. Being prudent means not just hearing the word of God, but diligently
studying it, and putting it into practice in our lives (Jas 1:22-25).

5) Embraces godly, or heavenly wisdom: There is a strong contrast between godly wis-
dom, and worldly wisdom (Jas 3:13-18). Embracing godly wisdom, means living according to
God'’s highest standards for our lives; and not conforming to the corruption and evil that is in
the world (Rom 12:2; Gal 1:4-5; 2 Pet 1:4). The Book of James provides a beautiful descrip-
tion of what godly wisdom really is. It is described as: ‘first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and
easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypoc-

risy.” (Jas 3:17-18). True prudence dwells with godly wisdom. Seeking after heavenly wis-
dom, will reflect prudence that comes from God, in every aspect of our lives (Pr 8:12).

6) Understands and follows God’s ways: (Ps 119:105; Hos 14:9). A prudent and discern-
ing man can distinguish between the right and wrong paths in life. He knows what to do in a
particular situation, and carefully considers his ways. He understands himself, has foresight,
and knows the direction he’s going, and what he’s doing with his life, because he lives by
strong biblical values, and high moral and spiritual standards, discernment and direction. No
matter how challenging God’s path may be, a prudent man knows that it is the best one, and
he chooses to walk and persevere on the right path throughout his life (Php 3:14; Heb 12:1-
2). He chooses to trust in God, and walk in faith and humble obedience, because he knows
that God wants the best for him (Pr 3:5-6). Knowing the Lord and the wisdom He imparts,
leads to making right decisions in our lives (Pr 2:6-12). On the other hand, a foolish person
thinks he knows what prudence is, but really it's folly, and instead of bringing success, brings
disastrous consequences on himself, and thereby, demonstrates his folly (Pr 14.8).

7) Heeds correction and advice: The prudent listen to the correction and advice of those
who have their best interests at heart (Pr 12:15; 15:5, 22; 19:25). But a fool refuses to listen,
acts impulsively, and what he thinks is right, ends in death (Pr 1:25, 30; 14:12; 16:25).
Therefore, one must be humble and teachable, and always willing to learn and increase in
knowledge, if he is to listen to correction and advice. In the Book of Acts, Apollos is the per-
fect example of a knowledgeable and zealous teacher of God’s word, who was open to cor-
rection and perfection in the word, by Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:24-26). Furthermore,
when anyone preaches from the word of God, we must pray to God, and ask for discern-
ment, and always diligently search the scriptures, to see whether we are hearing the true
word of God, or a false misinterpretation of it. The Bereans very eagerly listened to the word
of God being preached by the apostle Paul, and diligently studied the scriptures daily, to see
whether his preaching was correct (Acts 17:10-13).

8) Exercises qood self-control: A prudent man is patient, and exercises good self-control.
He always thinks before he acts. He doesn’t quickly show the emotions in his heart, nor
quickly speak the thoughts on his mind (Pr 16:32; 29:11). We must be swift to hear, slow to
speak, and slow to become angry (Pr 14:17; Jas 1:19). A prudent man’s self-control prevents

him from committing shameful deeds. He departs from evil, and steers clear of a lifestyle of
blatant sin, because he knows and fears its consequences (Pr 12:16; 14:16). The psalmist
also cautions young men to avoid sin, by keeping God’s word in their hearts (Ps 119:11).

9) Sees danger: (Pr22:3; 27:12). A prudent man is cautious and aware of potentially risky
situations, dangers and pitfalls. He recognizes and avoids them, because the conse-
quences are known and understood. Prudence means heeding God’s warnings, as men-
tioned in His word, and making wise decisions accordingly. Foreseeing danger and avoid-
ing it, ensures our safety, and the safety of those around us. The prudent depart from evil
(Pr4:27; 14:16).

10) Judges wisely: With an abundance of true and false information circulating on the
internet—including people’s thoughts, ideas and opinions on innumerable issues, that may
even be beyond their capacity, or level of expertise, it would be naive and foolish to believe
everything we see and hear (Pr 14:15). Therefore, it's crucial that we thoroughly research
and consider carefully what is presented to us, and not allow the world to negatively influ-
ence our thoughts, decisions and actions, and shape our lives (Is 5:20-21;, Rom 12:2;

1 Thes 5:21-22). We must seek God’s wisdom and prudence through His word, and
thereby avoid the dangers and pitfalls of making unwise decisions that would dishonor Him.
Paying attention to good things, and eliminating every moral impediment in our lives, will
ensure that nothing will hinder our spiritual growth and character development (Pr 4:10-13,
26, Is 26:7; Amos 5:14). The prudent man carefully considers, or gives thought to his ways.
He thinks carefully before he acts, so that he makes wise and sensible choices. He has
sound judgment, is cautious and discerning in life.

11) Knows when to keep silent: (Amos 5:13). A prudent man knows when to keep silent.
For example, when he knows he is unable to change the state of affairs, and therefore,
God'’s righteous judgment is imminent and unavoidable. Discernment in speech, means
trusting in God’s timing for when and how to speak, and seeking His guidance to direct our
speech and course of action.

12) Discerns timing: (Ecc 8:5). It's crucial that we seek God’s continual guidance in all our
actions and decisions, and on the precise time when to act in every situation. With God’s
perfect plan, comes His perfect timing. He will show us the path to follow, as we trust in
Him. He will instruct us on when and how to proceed, in a way that brings glory, honor and
praise to Him (Ps 25:5; 27:14; 37:34; Pr 3:5-6).

Note: In the Book of Proverbs, the word ‘simple’ in the Hebrew language, means a person
without morals, and inclined to do evil. A ‘fool’ is defined as one who: 1) despises wisdom,
knowledge, correction and instruction (Pr 1:7; 22, 29-30; 5:12; 12:1) [which are vital quali-
ties that he will regret when he is older, as he looks back and sorrowfully recognizes his
foolish deeds], 2) is quick to quarrel (Pr 20:3), 3) does not exercise self-control with his
emotions, such as anger (Pr29:11), 4) is self-satisfied (Pr 1:32), 5) trusts in himself, in-
stead of in God (Pr 28:26).

How do we acquire prudence? God is the source of prudence & wisdom. Therefore, we
seek Him for these valuable attributes that we need in all aspects of our lives (Pr 8:12;, Mk
11:24; Jas 1:5). It's also important to be receptive & responsive to discipline, correction,
instruction & admonition (Pr 15:5; 19:25). The prudent will experience blessings in life, such
as: knowledge (Pr 14:18), a good name (Pr 16:21), a good spouse in marriage (Pr 19:14).

What did Jesus mean in Mt 11:25, when He used the phrase: “Hid these things from
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes?” God, our heavenly Father,
has concealed, undisclosed and kept secret, the spiritual knowledge and understanding of
gospel truths from those who are skilled and expert, learned and intelligent in the eyes of
the world (Is 29:14; 1 Cor 1:18-31); and chose to reveal, meaning expose, disclose and
make manifest the great mysteries of the gospel, and secret spiritual truths about His King-
dom to babes, or little children—those who are humble and teachable disciples of Jesus
Christ, according to His will and pleasure.

Examples of prudence in daily life: As mentioned in a previous tract, it's crucial that we
expose evil in all its forms, as evil thrives in a secretive environment (Read tract: ‘What Is
The Fear Of God?’). “Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather
expose them” (Eph 5:11-13), means that we must: 1) Expose and rebuke evil. Not being
silent about anything that is evil, and taking a stand, and speaking out against it. We reveal
what evil is, and warn others to turn away from it. Sound the alarm, and make publicly
known any evil schemes that wicked people devise, to serve as a warning for others, not to
follow their footsteps (Pr 1:10-19; Pr 4:14-19). 2) Shine as lights in the world. As true
believers, we live our lives in such a way as to bring glory and honor to God, by shining as
lights of goodness and truth in the world (Php 2:15). This is how we demonstrate our obedi-
ence, faithfulness, loyalty and devotion to God.

Prudence, also means being very cautious and aware about the schemes that wicked peo-
ple may devise on the internet, and exposing them at the appropriate time, which | believe
is now, since my ministry is having an increasingly powerful impact around the world! (Ps
33:10-11; 37:7; Pr 12:2; 14:17; 19:21). One such scheme is deliberately configuring a
server to display incorrect or outdated information, also known as serving stale or outdated
content, over an internet connection. It is a form of deception or fraud. Satan is the great
deceiver (Rev 12:9). We must not be ignorant of his devices (2 Cor 2:11). Satan’s most
frequent and dangerous strategy is deception—to mislead, trick, and lead astray—and he
works through both demonic and human agents, to deceive the unsuspecting mind, create
illusions, and hide truth. For example, to give a false impression that a website is not pro-
gressing, not bearing fruit, nor receiving recognition. These are not just mind games. But
continuous and targeted schemes that are carried out over a long period of time, for per-
sonal gain, and will eventually be known and exposed. The wicked unintentionally spread a
net for their own feet (Ps 35:8; Pr 1:17-19; 7:22-23; 29:6; Is 17:14). Scriptures reveal that
evil deeds performed in secret, including motives will sooner or later, be made known pub-
licly. Even though it may take time and patience, the truth always wins out in the end, re-
gardless of the situation. In Lk 8:17, the phrase: “nothing hidden that will not be dis-
closed,” can be interpreted in the following ways: 1) Divine revelation from God to His
people, and His justice and judgment prevails on those with evil motives, thoughts and
actions (Ps 94:15-18). 2) Personal accountability, where every individual will be held
accountable for his/her evil deeds performed in secret (Ecc 12:13-14; 1 Cor 4:5). 3) Truth
and transparency. Eventually, wicked schemes and secrets will be exposed and discov-
ered, no matter how hidden they may be. Deeds performed in the dark, will come to light.




