God’s execution of vengeance in wrath is a just response to persistent wickedness, bla-
tant sin, and rebellion. It communicates the message of God directly intervening in world
affairs, and not being a passive observer. He will hold all nations accountable for their
deeds and actions on this earth. God omnipotent, is judge of all the earth (Gen 18:25; Jer
32:17), and therefore, His divine judgment is swift and severe. His righteous indignation
will be evident to all, and no one will escape it. This passage can also be interpreted in
light of the cosmic battle between good and evil. “Heathen” represents all people who
oppose God and His righteous ways. The execution of divine vengeance signifies the
ultimate triumph of good over evil, justice over injustice, and righteousness over wicked-
ness. In this interpretation, the verse reminds us of the ultimate victory and establishment
of God’s Kingdom on earth, and the absolute defeat of all evil forces that stand in opposi-
tion to God’s will, purpose and plan. The description of “anger and fury,” represents God’s
powerful response and severity of His divine judgment against all wickedness, sin and
rebellion. This powerful and sobering forewarning is to be taken very seriously. Use of
emotive language highlights the seriousness of the situation, and gravity of consequences
for all those who have defied God. Micah 5:15, ultimately points to Jesus Christ, who will
return with great power and glory, but also with fierceness and wrath, to judge the nations
in righteousness, and establish His glorious Kingdom on earth. Those who reject Christ
will experience His mighty wrath! While those who remain faithful, and obey Him, will be
overwhelmed with joy, as they will inherit the Kingdom of God! (Rev 5:10; 11:15-19;
19:11-16; 20:4-6).
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How do we deal with people who mistreat us? Those who spread negative and untrue gos-
sip, and persecute us? Will God repay those who have wronged us in any way? Or, is per-
sonal revenge the answer?

What does the Bible say about God’s vengeance and wrath? The Bible instructs us to
always leave vengeance in God’s hands, regardless of the offence or situation. God assures

believers who suffer persecution and injustice, that He will avenge them in His way, and
according to His perfect timing (Dt 32:35; Ps 94:1; Is 1:24; 59:16-19; Nah 1:2-3; Rom 12:17-
21; 1 Thes 4:6; Heb 10:30-31). God will speedily avenge His elect, who persistently pray to
Him in faith, and cry out for justice, as the parable of the persistent widow and the judge,
clearly illustrates (Lk 18:1-8). If we are mistreated in any way, it may be tempting to retaliate
against the offender. But the spirit that God has given His true believers, is a spirit of power,
love, and a “sound mind” (KJV), or “self-discipline” (NIV) (2 Tim 1:7), which helps them to
resist the temptation. We must never take the matter into our own hands. We are instructed
to always leave room for God’s wrath (Rom 12:19). Only God’s divine retribution is a just,
righteous, meticulous, essential, and proportionate response to sin and wrongdoing. He will
ensure that absolute and true justice is served, always suitable to the offence. The purpose
of God’s punishments are to correct, lead and guide in the right direction. On the other hand,
human revenge, or retaliation is usually driven by hatred, anger, pride, selfishness, and other
impure motives. It is often irrational and disproportionate, leading to dangerous actions,
which will unnecessarily escalate and inflame the situation, rather than resolve and de-
escalate it, and harm not just the perpetrator/s, but ourselves, and others (Pr 15:1). Even
hating a brother is murder, and being angry with a brother without a cause is sin (Mt 5:21-24;
1Jn 2:9-11; 3:15). Hatred may lead to personal revenge. Therefore, we are to meditate on
pure and wholesome thoughts (Php 4:8). Human anger does not accomplish God’s righteous
purpose in our lives (Eph 4:31; Col 3:8-10; Jas 1:19-20). Righteous anger for justice to be
served, is not sin. But selfish anger, and a desire for personal revenge, is sin. Anger must
not outlast the day, as it may lead to sin, and will give the devil a foothold in our lives. We
must never give him the opportunity, as he will seize it, given the chance (Eph 4:26-27).
Therefore, it is best to forgive the person/s, and leave the matter in God’s hands. We can
have peace of mind, knowing that God possesses supreme power and wisdom to deal with,
and resolve the situation, in His best way. That is, give the punishment that is best suited for
the offence, and according to His will. We can come to Christ, knowing that He takes care of
all our burdens and worries (Mt 11:28-30). True knowledge, which is found in God’s word,
gives us comfort when we are wronged, and freedom from animosity. Moreover, we are
commanded to show love and kindness towards our enemies. We are to pray for, and bless
them. If required, we are to feed and give drink to our enemies. It is an act of faith to show
love, forgiveness, and be at peace with them (Rom 12:17-21; Rom 13:8-10; Eph 4:32; Col
3:12-15), while at the same time, we trust that God will handle justice in His perfect way and
time. Jesus set us an example to do good to all, including those who harm us (Mt 5:43-48;
Rom 12:20-21; Gal 6:10; 1 Pet 2:23). This does not mean that we make friends with those
who are hostile to God, as we tend to become like those whom we associate with. Bad com-
pany corrupts good character, and leads to ruin (Pr 13:20; 20:19; 22:24-25; 24:21-22). We
must not form defiling and unholy alliances, that will draw us away from God, and destroy our
relationship with Him (Rom 12:1-2; 1 Cor 6:18-20; 15:33; 2 Cor 6:14-18; Eph 5:1-12; 2 Tim
3:1-5).

Returning good for evil, and being kind to our enemies, may lead to repentance and change
in their lives. The Lord will reward us, even if they remain hostile towards us. Faithful believ-
ers, who are set apart by the power and sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, don’t follow the
world’s example of retaliation against an offender (Pr 25:21-22; Mt 5:43-48;, Rom 12:2). In-
stead, they leave the payback in God’s hands, who alone is in charge. When we trust the
Lord and wait upon Him, He will repay the wicked for their evil deeds (Ps 27:14; 37:34; Pr
20:22). Revenge is not an option for the Christian, as we must love and pursue peace and
holiness (Mt 5:9; Heb 12:14). We are instructed to hate what is evil, and love what is good
(Amos 5:14-15; Rom 12:9). God expects obedience, which includes: acting justly, loving
mercy, and walking humbly (Mic 6:8; Mt 5:5, 7). (Read tract - ‘Justice and Righteousness’).
Apostle Paul warns us in Gal 6:7-10, that we will reap what we sow (read also Pr 11:18-19).

God is our hope, for He is the God of vengeance, and judge of all the earth (Gen 18:25; Heb
12:23). God alone is responsible for dispensing justice and executing vengeance on our
behalf. It is His exclusive right and honor. Justice and righteousness are the foundation of
His throne (Ps 97:1-2). God’s judgments are accurate, fair, just and right. He will not at all
acquit the wicked, and will repay those who mistreat us (Ps 94:1-2; Nah 1:2-3). His wrath is
poured out upon those who persistently disobey Him and reject His authority, giving them
exactly what their deeds deserve (Ps 94:23; Rom 1:18-23). God Himself states that venge-
ance belongs to Him, in the Old Testament: Dt 32:35 - “To me belongeth vengeance, and
recompence; their foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the
things that shall come upon them make haste” (KJV). Also reiterated in the New Testament:
Rom 12:19 - Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is
written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord,” (KJV) and Heb 10:30 - “... Venge-
ance belongeth unto me, | will recompense, saith the Lord. ...” (KJV). The Lord is described
as a ‘jealous and avenging God” (Nah 1:2) (NIV). God’s vengeance is divine and just retribu-
tion. Therefore, we are encouraged, as true believers to trust in God’s perfect and holy jus-
tice, and mighty power, knowing that He knows how to best handle the situation on our be-
half. God will punish all evil deeds, since nothing in all creation is hidden in His sight. Ulti-
mately, everyone will give an account for all their deeds, whether good or evil (Ecc 12:13-14;
Rom 2:6; Heb 4:13). We must always remember, that the Old Testament commandments,
are reiterated in the New Testament. Love does no harm to anyone (Ex 20:1-17; Mt 19:16-
19; Rom 13:8-10). Therefore, we are to uphold what is good, and not be overcome by evil
(Rom 12:21; 1 Thes 5:21-22). Personal retaliation is evil, and shows God that we don't trust
in His judgments. But, as mentioned previously, His judgments are always accurate, fair, just
and right (Dt 32:3-4).

God’s wrath and punishment of the wicked is not just reserved for the day of judgment (2 Pet
2:9). It is manifested every day. It is both present (Ps 7:9-17), and future (Is 11:3-5; Rom 2:5-
11,2 Tim 4:1; Rev 19:11-16; 20:11-15). The ultimate and spectacular display of God’s wrath
will occur at the seventh trumpet. As Christ returns, the seven plagues, which are a se-
quence of catastrophic plagues, are poured out upon the wicked. They are described as the
final plagues of God’s judgment and wrath upon the world (Rev 16:1-21). God’s holiness
means an intolerance to sin. His righteousness will put an end to all sin. His justice will not
allow the wicked to go unpunished. The Lord will take vengeance upon all wickedness, in-
cluding those who do not obey the gospel, and refuse to repent (Acts 17:30-31; Rom 1:18-
23; 2 Thes 1:5-10; 1 Jn 3:23-24). (Read tract - ‘Heavenly Signs Introduce The Day Of The
Lord!’). With that being said, God is also patient, as He desires for all men to be saved, and

to come to a knowledge of the truth (7 Tim 2:4). In the second resurrection, also called the
Great White Throne Judgment, the dead will be judged, and the vast majority of mankind will
be saved. But at this time, God has chosen a few for salvation. Those whom God, in His
foreknowledge, knew would believe, love and obey the gospel truth, and bear fruit (Mt 7:14;
13:8, 23; Lk 12:32; 1 Pet 1:2). (Read tract - ‘Hope of the Resurrection,” & ‘Parable of the
Sower’). Rev 19:11-21 presents one of scriptures most spectacular victories, and confirms
the truth that Jesus’ second coming will not be as a baby, nor sacrificial savior, but as “King
of kings and Lord of lords.” (Rev 19:16). (Read tract - Awesome & Exalted: Battle of that
Great Day of God Almighty’).

Note: Although Bible verses describe God'’s divine wrath, and angels act as instruments of
God'’s judgment and punishment, there is no explicit mention of God’s angels themselves
expressing ‘wrath’ as an emotional state. Instead, scriptures such as Ps 78:49, refer to an-
gels executing God’s will and purpose. The verse describes God unleashing His ‘“fierce an-
ger, wrath, indignation, and distress, a company of destroying angels” (NRSV) upon the
Egyptians, signifying angels as instruments or agents of God’s divine act of wrath, instead of
expressing it personally.

God'’s ultimate vengeance and justice is reserved for the final judgment, and will be fully
revealed. He will fulfill all righteousness, and punish all tyrants, oppressors, and evil regimes.
All wickedness will be punished. Pride and arrogance will end (Is 13:6-13). He will
demonstrate His supremacy and authority over all the earth. God brings down tyrants, be-
cause one of His most prominent attributes is righteousness. He does not tolerate wicked-
ness and evildoing—those who use their status and misuse their power, for the purposes of
oppression and cruelty, in a system that is corrupt and unjust (Ps 94.:23; Pr 28:16-17).

God demonstrated His intolerance of evil, through wrathful and destructive events, and
brought to an end these tyrannical reigns.

Biblical examples of how God unleashed His vengeance and wrath on tyrants:
1) Ten plagues upon Egypt, including Pharaoh’s defeat, and drowning in the Red Sea.
Ten devastating plagues upon Egypt, and drowning of Pharaoh, and his entire army, includ-

ing horses and chariots, and horsemen in the Red Sea, as they pursued the Israelites, and
led to the Israelites’ release from the oppression and freedom from slavery. God’s venge-
ance was spectacularly displayed in extraordinary miracles, signs and wonders, including the
parting of the Red Sea (Ex 7:1-12:30; 14:1-31). 2) King Ahab’s downfall. Wicked and tyran-
nical king Ahab was killed in battle. His pagan wife and evil queen Jezebel suffered a swift
and brutal death. She was thrown from the window, and eaten by dogs. Thereby, their brutal
reign of cruelty and injustice was brought to an end (1 Ki 21:23-27; 1 Ki 22:29-40; 2 Ki 9:30-
37); (1 and 2 Kings). Their evil deeds brought God’s wrath against them. 3) King Nebuchad-
nezzar greatly humbled. The Lord greatly humbled the excessively proud and arrogant
king. He was struck with madness, and lived like an animal. His hair was like eagles’ feath-
ers, and nails were like birds’ claws, and he ate grass like oxen, for a period of time. After
this greatly humbling experience, he regained his senses and his kingdom was restored.
Afterwards, He acknowledged God’s supreme authority. This was prophesied by the prophet
Daniel (Dan 4:19-37). 4) Nineveh destroyed by a divine act of God’s vengeance for their
oppression and wickedness. The prophet Nahum prophesied the destruction of Nineveh, the
capital of the cruel Assyrian empire (Nah 3:1-7). 5) The end of king Herod’s reign. Herod
sought to kill the Messiah. God’s divine intervention prevented the death of Jesus the Mes-
siah. When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and gave
orders for all boys two years old and under to be killed, in Bethlehem and its vicinity. Herod’s
tyrannical actions led to his own gruesome death, and thereby, brought his reign to an end
(Mt 2:13-16).

Biblical examples of God’s vengeance on evildoing: OT examples: 1) Global Flood.
The earth was filled with violence. God wiped out all humankind with a global flood, except
for faithful Noah and his family. That is, Noah and seven others. (Gen 6:5-7:24; Mt 24:37-39;
Heb 11:7; 1 Pet 3:20; 2 Pet 2:5). 2) Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. God destroyed
the two sinful cities, with fire and brimstone, because of the wickedness. However, not even
all of Lot’s family escaped God’s wrath. As they fled Sodom, the angel of the Lord instructed
them not to turn back, but Lot’s wife couldn’t resist, and was turned into a pillar of salt (Gen
19:1-29; Dt 29:23; Lk 17:29; 2 Pet 2:6-8; Jude 1:7). 3) Plague and destruction of unfaithful
and unbelieving Israelites in the wilderness. God gave the Israelites His laws, and made
it very clear to them that they were not to worship anyone but Him. Instead, they committed
whoredoms with the Moabites, who led them into the worship of their gods. Thereby, breach-
ing God'’s covenant through sexual immorality and idolatry—the worship of false gods. As a
result, God sent a plague that killed 24,000 (Num 25:1-18). God poured out His wrath
through plagues and fire, and various other ways, upon those who were involved in sexual
immorality, idolatry, and murmuring (also referred to in: 1 Cor 10:5-11 - In Verse 8, Paul
mentioned approximately 23,000 killed. He is not striving for exactness; Heb 3:7-12; Jude
1:5). 4) Nadab and Abihu devoured by fire. Aaron’s sons offered unauthorized fire in their
censers. The Lord devoured them with fire, and they died right then and there (Lev 10:1-3).
5) Plague of the fiery flying serpent. The Israelite people’s complained against the Lord.
By rejecting the heavenly manna—the bread from heaven—they spurned God'’s grace.
Therefore, He sent a plague of the fiery flying serpent, and many died, as a result. The peo-
ple confessed their sins, and in response, the Lord instructed Moses to make an image of a
serpent, and set it on a pole. Those who were bitten, would look upon it, and live (Num 21:4-
9). NT examples: 1) Fallen angels. God has reserved the fallen angels in eternal darkness,
for a future judgment and punishment (1 Cor 6:3; 2 Pet 2:4; Jude 1:6). 2) Parable of the
sheep and goats. Jesus illustrated how He will separate the sheep and the goats. The
sheep represent those who have a true heart for the poor and needy, sick, hungry, stranger,
and imprisoned. On the other hand, the goats are those who don’t. The eternal fire is pre-
pared for the cursed, including the devil and his angels (Mt 25:31-46).

What is the meaning of Micah 5:15? “And | will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon
the heathen, such as they have not heard.” (KJV). “I will take vengeance in anger and wrath
upon the nations that have not obeyed me.” (NIV). The prophecy concerns God’s divine
retribution. The main theme of the passage is God’s holiness, justice and righteousness,
which are the foundation of His throne (Ps 97:1-2). An additional and just as important theme
is God’s sovereignty over all His creation (Ps 33:10-11; Is 46:9-10). This means, He has the
rightful and unlimited power, wisdom, freedom, supremacy and authority, to accomplish His
will and purpose on the earth. His vengeance is not petty and impulsive retaliation. Instead,
it's a desire to uphold justice and protect His people. God reassures His people that He will
execute justice on their behalf. The “heathen” in this verse, refers to the nations that have
disobeyed and rebelled against God, and His purposes, defied His authority, and oppressed
and opposed His chosen ones.




